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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2015-594
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Anderson and Love
Date of Introduction: August 25, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: R, LUZ
Date of Analysis: August 27, 2015
Type of Action: Expression of support for local legislative bill J-1
Bill Summary: The bill expresses the Council’s support for local legislative bill J-1, to be considered by the Florida Legislature in its 2016 session, which would amend Chapter 87-471, Laws of Florida, to provide exceptions for space and seating requirements for a special liquor license for restaurants in nine areas defined as Riverside Avondale Commercial Character Areas.

Background Information: Chapter 87-471, Laws of Florida, is a law creating defined zones in Jacksonville where the Florida Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco may issue special alcoholic beverage licenses for liquor sales to restaurants that do not meet the current size criteria if the facilities have at least 1,800 square feet of floor space and at least 100 seats and produce at least 51% of their revenue from the sale of food.  ABT regulations normally require a building of at least 2,500 square feet and 150 seats. This bill adds nine “commercial character areas” to a list that already includes the Northside West, Northside East and Southbank CRA areas downtown and an Urban Transition Area in the Brooklyn area. The nine proposed commercial character areas include: 1) St. Johns Avenue and Herschel Street at Fishweir Creek; 2) the Avondale commercial district on St. Johns Avenue; 3) Park Street between Ingleside Avenue and Dancy Street; 4) McDuff Avenue between Sydney and Downing Streets; 5) the McDuff Avenue/Forbes Street area at Roosevelt Boulevard; 6) the  Park and King commercial district between Park and College Streets; 7) Stockton Street between College and Myra Streets; 8) Stockton Street between I-10 and Gilmore Street; and 9) Margaret Street in the Five Points area between Riverside Avenue and Herschel Street. 
Policy Impact Area: Alcoholic beverage licensing
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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